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In many rebuildings the site even of the temple
was partly or wholly changed. Amid all these
difficulties and discouragements his work went on.
In almost every case the foundation stones were
found at last, and the king's name who had caused
the first stone to be laid was then read, and a
careful record made of the fact The finding
of these names of ancient kings led to a study of
the historical records of the past, which the royal
libraries still preserved. Out of the study of
these ancient inscriptions the historiographers of
the court of Nabonidus gradually learned the
dates of past events of importance and the order
of the events themselves.

The next step in this interesting development
was to state, in the inscriptions of Nabonidus, that
such and such a king's name had been found, and
that the king had reigned so many years be-
fore the king who was now renewing their fallen
works. These notices in the inscriptions of Na-
bonidus make his inscriptions of surpassing value
to the student of the past,1 No longer are build-
ing inscriptions dreary wastes of boasting words;
out of them come names buried otherwise in the
mists of the past These names also have their
proper perspective, for the royal scribe has writ-
ten with them the number of years before Nabon-
idus they had lived. But for these notices many
a definitely known king whose own inscriptions
have later greeted the explorer's spade could not

1 See above, book i, chap jcii, vol. i, pp. 812, IT.